Fireground mapping.      
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Introduction:
It is possible to share fireground maps and information on smartphones while the fire is running. 

We can draw the perimeter, add photos and information such as creek crossings, rocks, quickfill pump locations, etc.

Permission can be given to either view only or edit the map.

The internet address can be loaded to the phone by scanning a QR code below, or copy/paste the URL.

This is a trial to see how best to develop the idea.

The map:
The base map is a google map called 12Feb77. 

There are different layers and we will run each fire on a different layer. This test layer is the Lismore fire of 12Feb77, with a few photos of the time. At the bottom of the legend you can select map or satellite view.

As noted, we can draw the fire perimeter at different times and add pins with descriptions anywhere.

These pins can note water points, entry gates, command points, hazards, etc, and can include photos.

Click on a pin for its details and eastings and northings. It can give map grid references when I work out how.

Click on a shaded area for perimeter and area of that portion.  Each pin with a P has a photo.

If your phone location is turned on you can see where you are on the fireground. This uses lots of battery.

The final map can also be saved and sent to anybody as a .KML file to google earth.

It can be imported direct to eMap by authorized people.

Your phone/tablet/computer:
Turn on mobile data and location. (Location uses lots of battery)
Scan the QR code below to view the map on google maps (without editing).

OR: to edit the map you need an editing link sent to your phone from the Group. Contact Chris.

OR: you need to be given a google user name and password.

Bookmark your editing link for editing in the future.

For us to send you a link you need to already have a free google account. 

Register an account here:  https://accounts.google.com/SignUp?hl=en

To view the google map without editing scan this QR code with your phone.

OR go to :  https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?hl=en&mid=1cPn58wJunIYXLRAcVTzAMQEliTmzNc9_&ll=-37.903788184169116%2C143.3504249&z=12
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To edit the map:
You must have opened the link that was sent to you or you log in with the Lismorefires@gmail.com user and the password that was given to you. This is Lismore3324
The window will show the current fire map layer in the Lismore area, and an edit window. 

It is easier to edit the map with a computer which has a mouse and more space. Learn about it before starting with a phone.

Set up your phone. As noted earlier, turn on mobile data and location, Open the 12Feb77 map screen and log in so you can see the edit window with drop pins and polygon icon. You should also see the blue location spot which shows where you are.

The edit window will show several boxes, including a hand, drop pin, dotted line (polygon). The other boxes do not matter here. There is also a legend box which is useful for later editing. This lists the titles of each drop box, and you can edit styles of drop pins, width of line and colour and opacity of shading..

The hand icon moves the map around the screen.

The drop pin icon marks a place of interest. Drag the pin to a location and tap. The pin will stay there. Tap the pin again and a box will open with a title section and a details section. In the bottom left corner are displayed the latitude and longitude. I hope to make that a grid reference. Try it out.

Type in a title that people will see, such as origin, water point, jumped road here, creek crossing, etc.(On your phone the boxes tend to overlap. You may have to drag on a portion of the map to uncover the box that you are typing onto.) If you include a photo I suggest that you put a “P” after the title so that viewers will know to look for a photo. Click save.
In the Details section, type your name or initials (so we know who wrote it) and any details such as caption of a photo. Click save. People do not see this till they click on the pin. You can edit the details section later by tapping the small pencil icon. Try it out. The trash bin icon in the bottom corner will delete the details.

The camera icon lets you include a photo. Tap on the icon and a window opens. Tap on select a file from your computer and another window opens. Tap on the camera icon and your phone camera will open for you to take a photo. Take the photo and when it loads into the box tap on save. This will now display when people tap on the pin, as in the examples. Try it out. It may be worth setting the camera to take small file size photos – say 0.3Mb

The polygon icon lets you draw a line or a shape. It is a bit tricky to use without a mouse. Tap on the polygon icon, then tap to start the line. Tap at each change of direction without lifting your finger away from the screen. When you lift your finger away the line stops and the edit box opens. You can then edit details as before or click the trash icon to delete. (The edit box will open if you click the line again.) try it out.


When you draw the complete line back to the start the enclosed fire area will darken and the edit box opens. Write the time that the fire was this size (and who wrote it). We draw more polygons as the fire extends, and label those times. Try it out.

I keep saying try it out. It is tricky to learn but could be useful and provided one person on the fireground can do it we can all see what is happening out there. A trained ground observer could be a useful person to have.

Let me know if it rocks your boat! (or not!)      Chris.




